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1 . CONCERNING VARES' ALLEGATION THAT USG ONCE REFUSED 
A VISA TO A SOVIET SCHOLAR AFTER ACCEPTANCE BY IREX, 
NEITHER WE NOR IREX KNOW OF ANY SUCH CASE. IN 1975, 

SOVIETS REFUSED A VISA TO RICHARD WORTMAN, ACLS HISTORY 
SCHOLAR WHOM SOVIET ACADEMY HAD ACCEPTED. AT THE SAME 
TIME, IREX WAS UNABLE TO PLACE SOVIET APPLICANT IVAN 
KRASNOV FOR ACADEMIC REASONS AND DUE TO LACK OF 
RECEPTIVITY BY AMERICAN HOSTS. SOVIETS, PERHAPS AFFRONTED 
BY KRASNOV REJECTION, SERIOUSLY DELAYED PLACEMENT OF TWO 
MORE ACLS SCHOLARS, AT WHICH IREX SUSPENDED EXCHANGES 
FOR TWO MONTHS UNTIL ISSUE WAS SORTED OUT. AS EOR 
PARALLELS WITH NATHANSON, WORTMAN CASE WAS SIMILAR BUT 
KRASNOV DIEFERED IN THAT IREX NEVER APPROVED HIS VISIT. 
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HOWEVER, IREX EXPERIENCE - GOOD OR BAD - DOES NOT MITIGATE 
NAS OUTRAGE OVER SHABBY TREATMENT OF NATHANSON 
UNPRECEDENTED IN INTER-ACADEMY PROGRAM. 

2. NAS IS GRATEFUL FOR SCICOUNS' EFFORTS WITH SOVIET 
ACADEMY FOREIGN AEFAIRS DIVISION AND CONSIDERS EVASIVE 
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RESPONSE REPORTED REETEL INDICATIVE OE WHAT WE CAN 
EXPECT EROM KULAKOV AT PRESENT TIME. THEREFORE, NAS 
IS PREPARING TELEX MESSAGE EROM HANDLER TO ALEXANDROV 
WHICH WILL REFER TO NATHANSON'S HARDSHIP AND CITE 
DIEFICULTY OF ADMINISTERING A PROGRAM IN WHICH HOST 
ORGANIZATION'S ACCEPTANCE DOES NOT ASSURE APPLICANT OP 
ADMISSION TO THE COUNTRY. WITHOUT MAKING SPECIPIC 
THREATS OP RETALIATION (WHICH NAS STAFF DOES NOT RULE 
OUT), MESSAGE WILL STRESS THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH 
NAS VIEWS THIS PROBLEM. TEXT POLLOWS SEPTEL. 

3. EMBASSY MAY AT ITS DISCRETION WISH TO DISCUSS 
NATHANSON CASE PURTHER WITH MPA. TALKING POINTS WHICH 
EMBASSY PROPOSED REP B SEEM COMPLETELY APPROPRIATE. 
VANCE 
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